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    The educationists from all over the world have commonly paid close 
attention to the Japanese modernization of higher education since the 1960s. 
As the research on “modernization” goes deeper and deeper, criticism and 
introspection on it have become the focus again. Based on the law of internal 
and external relations to education and the research method of modernization, 
this dissertation descriptively explains the development of the educational 
thoughts, educational system, educational institution and educational 
curriculum in the process of Japanese higher education modernization and 
critically points out that there are problems and defects in the text of “the 
success in Japanese higher education”. This dissertation then normatively 
deduces the basic model of Japanese higher education modernization and the 
sign of its qualitative change. 
The basic model of Japanese higher education modernization can be 
described as follows: the educational thought is its precondition and the 
educational policy is its basic sign while the institution is its external 
manifestation and the curriculum is its internal criterion. This basic model is 
not only a logical conclustion but also a historical model. The basic sign of 
Japanese higher education modernization marking the transformation from the 
quantitative change to the qualitative change is the promulgation of “Empire 
University” in 1886. 
This dissertation includes the introduction, the main part and the 
conclusion. The introduction explains the motivation of this research and gives 














points out the significance and object of this research, its theoretical basis as 
well as the frame of this research. Chapter One points out that higher 
education in Tokugawa Japan is the foundation of Japanese higher education 
modernization. From Chapter Two to Chapter Five, this dissertation 
successively displays the development and characteristics of Japanese higher 
education modernization. Chapter Six focuses on critical explanation and 
analysis. It summarizes the basic model and the sign of the transformation of 
the modernization and points out a series of visual points from several subjects. 
In the conclusion, the purport of this dissertation is summarized. It is also 
pointed out that Japanese higher education modernization has provided certain 
experience for China to draw on. China cannot follow blindly the models of 
other countries，neither can it lose its own identity. The impetus of China lies 
in its inheritance of the marrow of traditional culture. By drawing lessons from 
other countries and seizing the opportunity for transcendence, China should 
commit itself to making progress and innovating constantly so that it can 
promote its higher education with Chinese characteristics. 
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